
Why Lenovo appliances are
well positioned to make an
impact on the Hyperconverged
Infrastructure market
Excerpts from an exclusive white paper
by IDC



Ever tasked with doing more with less, CIOs are 
aggressively looking for technology to help them 
meet their company’s business needs while improving 
overall operational efficiency.

Hyperconverged systems are part of the new thinking 
for data center infrastructure technology. They are an 
emerging breed of solutions that natively collapse 
core storage, compute and storage networking 
functions into a single software solution or appliance.

Today’s expectation from
IT infrastructure



“Hyperconverged solutions 
deliver simplicity with their 
plug-and-play setup and their 
ability to deploy workloads faster 
than traditional servers. Any 
solution that provides the desired 
level of simplicity while meeting 
the rigors of data center 
performance demands will find 
purchase among end users.” 

- IDC



In November 2015, Lenovo announced a partnership with Nutanix 
to develop and sell a new line of hyperconverged appliances. 
These appliances will target organizations looking to bring the 
agility and scalability of public clouds into their own data center 
environments. Lenovo appliances that feature Nutanix Xtreme 
Computing Platform (XCP) software are currently on the market, 
with models optimized for different needs:

Lenovo Converged HX3000 Series: Targeted at smaller virtualization 
workloads and some remote office/branch office environments 

Lenovo Converged HX5000 Series: Targeted at big data workloads 
including Hadoop and Splunk, in addition to disaster recovery 

Lenovo Converged HX7000 Series: Targeted at large database workloads 
and I/O-intensive workloads such as SQL and Oracle RAC



The partnership between Lenovo
and Nutanix presents some potentially
compelling characteristics that set it
apart from other partnerships within
the hyperconverged market.



1
Simplified IT
By design, integrated systems lower the amount of 

administrative work required to maintain the infrastructure. 

For instance, with hyperconverged systems, the time needed 

to manage storage can shrink from one to two hours per day, 

to one to two hours per month. 

The role of the hypervisor has become increasingly important 

as the amount of data these hyperconverged systems handle 

continues to grow. 

The new line of Lenovo-branded hyperconverged appliances 

will integrate seamlessly with the open source KVM-based 

Acropolis, which is built into the Nutanix Xtreme Computing 

Platform. The ability to leverage Acropolis presents end users 

with a flexible and cost-effective hypervisor option.



Ease of deployment
Hyperconverged systems greatly reduce the costs and 

complexity around deployment and system integration 

– most systems can be deployed in less than 2 hours as 

opposed to weeks with traditional IT hardware. 

With hyperconverged systems, IT staff are free from

the obligation of daily managing application-related 

tasks. A new virtual machine (VM), for example, can

be provisioned in minutes with hyperconverged 

systems as opposed to hours with traditional IT 

hardware/software.
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Increased efficiency
Lenovo's new centralized resource management 

software – XClarityTM  allows IT managers to 

automate a number of lower-level tasks, including 

hardware discovery, hardware inventory status and 

firmware updates. This capability, along with a 

dashboard-driven interface, allows IT staff to spend 

less time running/managing their IT and more time 

innovating and improving their business. 

3



Deeper-level
partnership for
development, sales
and support
Lenovo and Nutanix’ partnership goes beyond simple 

resale and packaging. The two companies have agreed 

to work closely at every level, including engineering, go 

to market, and support.

Lenovo will directly manage low and mid level software 

support, coupled with a guided handoff to a Nutanix 

software expert when needed. Lenovo will also handle 

sales with its larger multinational sales force.
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Long-standing 
reputation

This partnership brings together one of the leading 

hyperconverged software solutions and one of

the largest suppliers of x86 servers in the world.

Lenovo's servers are built on System x and a 

recognized heritage of data center deployments, 

where quality, reliability and security have been high 

priorities. This provides customers with a deeper 

sense of confidence about the servers that manage

business-critical tasks.
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Lenovo’s large
install base

Lenovo has a large install base of Business Partners, 

allowing the appliances to extend their reach into 

vertical markets and specialized submarkets. 

Customers will be able to deploy a Nutanix-based 

hyperconverged solution without giving up their 

preferred Lenovo support contract.
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In summary,
“only solutions that truly differentiate themselves will 
be positioned to become leaders within this market.[…] 
this partnership leverages Nutanix's reputation as one 
of the leaders in HCI software and Lenovo's servers 
with their System x heritage to provide end users with 
an additional sense of confidence as to the potential 
quality of the appliances. Further, this level of partner 
integration is a new and exciting shift in the HCI 
market, providing customers with rare advantages 
regarding support and maintenance.”

- IDC



Find out more about

Why Lenovo for Hyperconverged

in this white paper by

International Data Corporation (IDC)


